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SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF FOLKSONGS IN MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
By George We Boswell 


The formulation of percentages and statistics is a tedious pro- 
cess, but often gensrai principles can be arrived at by no other. 
Desiring a trustworthy indication of the nature of: present=anll lMid- 
dle Tennessee folkscngs,. I analyzed my 100-piece collectican all 
notated directly from oral tradition in this area, under several 


technical headings of interest. 


Though ‘he accomnanying map indicates where each song was 


— 


learned, I collects’ thsm without exception in Iiiddle Tennessee - 

as a matter of fact, only in Davidson, Franklin, and Coffee counties. 
That one-third of the collection is from Franklin daha and another 
‘quarter from the hills of northern Georgia is only a coincidence. 
Properly disseminated singers cannot always be found at the collec- 
tor's convenience. 

Classifying songs bv type is neither easy nor is the result 

wholly satisfactory. A conscientious effort separates my collection 
into 44 ballads and 56 songs (lyrics).1 Of the ballads, 19 are repre- 
sentatives of the corpus of English and Scottish Popular Ballads as 


collected and authoritatively numbered by Professor Francis Je 


Chila;2 9 are other English ballads; 13 are American ballads; and 


1. The simplest distinction is that ballads are narrative and songs 
lyric or personally emotional. \ihatever feeling is present ina 
ballad arises immediately out of the plot and is not contributed 

or shared by either the “maker" or the performer; a personal emo- 
tional appeal, expressed or implied, is common to lyric folksongs. 
2. Several pieces are different versions of the same ballad, for 
example four of “Barbara Allen", Following are the Child ballads 
in the collection, with his name s and numberss$ "Lady | Isabel and the 
Elf-Knight", 4; "Lord Randal", 12; "The Three Ravens", 26; "Lord 
Thomas and Fair Annot", 73 (2); "Lord Lovel", 75; "The Lass of Roch 
Royal", 76; “Bonny Barbara Allan", 84 (4); “"The-Maid Freed from the 


a 
. 


5 are religious ballads as cefined by George Pullen Jackson in his 


Spiritual Folk-Songs of Early America. The lyrics are more diffi- 
cult to break down further. Largest is the sroup of plav-party 
game songs, with 17; next are the 13 sentimental "heart" songs, 
of unrequited love, piteous suffering and death, and the like 
themese Then come 5 miscellaneous lyrics, 5 songs of the pseudo- 
Nesro stace (minstrel) variety, mostly comic, 4 ballad songs, 4 
dialogue songs, 3 Negro blues, 2 religious songs or hymns, and one 
each of. the aubade, military, and cumulative varietye® 

The widest disparity in poetical metric structure, at least 
twenty-four different types, was found to exist among these songs. 
Out in front, but not so decisively as one might suppose, are the 
ordinary so-called ballad stanza with 21 occurrences and the iam- 
bis tetrameter couplet with 17. The ballad stanza appears with 


slight variations again and agatn: with the second and fourth 


lines feminine, 11 times; with the first and third lines iambic | 
trimeter feminine, 63 regular hymnological Short Meter, 1; and 
Short “eter with feminine first lines, 1. In two other songs 
fambic tetrameter and trimeter lines are mixed in inconsistent 
fashion. Iambic tc trameter four-line stanzas make up 5 songs and 
the same with first ond third lines feminine, 5 more. Next may 


be listed the iambic hexameter couplets, 4 songs; iambic hepta- 


meter couplets, 2; and iambic octameter couplets, le 


Gallows", 95; "The Gypsy Laddie", 200 (3); "The Wife Wrapt in 
Wether's Skin" ,277; "The Farmer's Curst Wife", 278 (2); and "The 
Sweet Trinity", 28€. ‘he following ballads could readily have 
been added from Nashville: "Little Musgrave and Lady Barnard", 813 
"Tizie Lindsay", 223; and "Our Good-Man", 274, 


Se Of Cecil Sharn:s 274 item collection, English Folksongs from 
the Southern Appalachians, 45 were classifted as Child baltads, 
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Concerning the predominantly trochaic meters, 2 songs are in 
trochaic ballad stanzas. Another has stanzas of which the first 
threo lines are trochaic trimeter and the last line iambic tetram- 
eter, and another is of a much=smixed trochaic movemente There are 
three songs in anapaestic ballad stanzas. Slight divergences from 

the anapsestic ballad find one song in the same stanza form with 
first and third lines fominine, one song in the anapacstic trimetor 
with first and third lines feminine, and one song with tho first thr«. 
lines of cach stanza anapacstic tctramcter and tho fourth line ana- 
pacstic trimeter. The group in anapaostic tetrameter couplets is 
rothor largo - 8. Two songs are in anapaestic tctramotor with tho 
first and third lines fominine, and two othors are frooly mixed ance 
PACES « 

} Qaiy one song is in dectylic motor, in dactylic tetramoter coup- 
10 nnd the other song is so mixed that no netric classification 
scoms possiblo.e In summary of tho poctic movoment of these Middle 
Tonnossee songs, tho following tablo may bo givons: iambic, 763 tro- 
chaic, 43 annpaestic, 18; dactylic, 1$ and mixod, le 

The romaindor of this analysis has to do with tho tunese With 
rospect to mode, and overwhclming numbor, 82, are in tho ordinary 
major (Ionian). In tho liixolydian mode (keynote on tho fifth of tho 
major scalc) aro 15 songss$ 4 aro Aacolian tne tus minor koynoto on 
tho sixth of tho mejor scale) and ono is Dorian (koynote on tho soce 
ond of the major scalo). Among tho :ajor tunes six have Mixolydian 
charactcoristics, two Phrygian (kc;noto @ tho third of tho major 
scale, and ono consistently closes on the loading-tone. 


no stablo folk node was constructcd on tho leading-tono 


2? Otner Barlish ballads, 133 lyric songs, 27 nursery Songs, 20 
play-party songs, 15 jigs, and 5 hymns. 


(riajor soventh), tho latter tune is supposcd to be of tho circular 
varicty. it will bo cbsorved that no tunos is "minorized" (in tho 


harmonic or melodic 1inor}). No fewor than fivo songs contain noutrals. 


those most benutiful-of folksong toncs thet cannot be performed on 


y 


a Koyboard instruncnt., 

Varloty cxhibitod in structure is great. Most commen is tho non- 
ropotitive AECD, with 13 songs. Noxt in como ABDC, 935 ABAC, 
95 383 .1530,53 AB,55 ABB, ABCC], 
£3 23480, 23 and Only one oach of the following 

Sry AEB) » ABC, ABCC; Af) BBiAy .BCDD, 


2 
» or tine sisneatures.e Simple timo (4 or 2) scrves 


Noxt is rhytin 


for 35 songs, ono=third of the collection, Setter in aro 21 SONES 5 
17 arc triplo C or 8), 15 are 8, ll socr best in g, 2 aro in ei, 

and one is in However, tho prevailing are dsirogarded at. 

will in somo folk soncs. Two of tho songs in : have refrains in qs 


a song in has a measure oach of 8 and &$ swo songs in havo a 


moasure cach and ancthor 4 song has two ¢ moasures; a song in 4 has 
é 3 

four € mepsurcs$; onc in ¢,has has a moasuro$; ono in has a 4 and 


4. H. in Solksongs, eaenalyzing 527 negro 
songs of this country, found £0% Mixolydicn, 12% Aeolian, 8% Dorian, 
and 19%.ninorized. Pullen Jackson's Spizvitual Folk-Songs 


(whitc) show the following implic:tions 2527 Tonian, 30% Joolisan, 
725% Mixolydian, and 7.5% Dori:n, with a sprinkling of Phrygiany 
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Map Illustrating Geographical Origin 


of Songs in My Middle Tennessee 


Collection 
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2 
one 4 moasurcs; one in 2 has 2 moasurcs: ono in i has 2 moeasureos 3 
§ 


two othors in have moasures$; and the cone in has two moasures: 


one in has ono moasuro; snd the one in 4 concludes with two 
moasurcsSe 
The tunes cf Midccdlc Tennessco soom to oxhibit a strong Scotch 
backrround, in abt throo=quartors (76) of thom are made up of gap- 
pod sselos. Speaking as always in torms of the major scaulo,d55 sons 

aro convontionslly pontaronte (dofictont in fourth and scventh). 
Furthermoro, in 3 additicnal picces tho fourth is missing and the 
soventh wonk, <ra in four more the scvonth is missing and the fourth 
woak. Noxt may bo mertioned tho hoxctoWic tunos, those doficiont Lit 
one noto. Tho soventh is missing in 16, tho fourth in 6, and tho 
sixth in 3. More unccnventional gaps are the sccond and third in 
ono, the fourth and sixth in cnothor, tho socond, |fourth, and- sixth 
in ancthor, and tho socond, fourth, and sevonth in anothor, 

Many collectors "“calphabetizo™ tunes by thoir opcning phrase or 
fisure. at any ratc, it is of intorcst to know on what tono a son; 
begins, The soncral cichotomy is based on the presonce of absence 
of an anacrvusis. With enacrusis aro 67 scones, two-thirds of the 
total; beginning o1 strong accent aro 35s. Of tho inattor,15 begin 
on the fuarcaments1, 10 on the third, 7 on tho fifth, and one on tho 
sixth of *ho seclo. Tho with borin in the followin;; 
mannor, Wwitn the first ascont listce soconds fifth to funccmontal, 


Daten to thirc, fundemcntril to third, 9; fundanonital Go 


5e Dre JIsckson (> Cite) 235 of his tunos pontatonic 
hoxatonic, and 23% without FADS e In like mennor 21% of Krehbiel's 
tunes aro pentatonic, 15% hoxatonic without seventh, and 15% hexa~ 
tonic without fourth. and Sharp statod about his, “Vory nearly all 
cast in gapped scales." 


- 68 - | 
fifth, 6; third to fifth, 6; fifth to fifth, 6; fundamental to fun- 
damontal, third to funcamenteal to 
fundemental to fourth, 1: and sisth to funcanontal,le 

There is tho mattor of. range. Forty-five son¢s aro of oxactly 
an octavo. Twonty=throo are contained within an intorval of ninth; 
9 a tonth, and 6 an clevonths; 1 in a sevonth, 15 in a sixth, and l 
fifth. Fiftyesix aro of plagel range. 

One indication of authenticity ina ‘cule is that it oviden. 
no tenconey to meculatd at its mid-caconte. wlthough 42 of my col- 
lection rost at ridepoint on tho fifth, show disposition 
to modulate. Othor nid-endences include 5 on tho sixth, § on tho 
soventh, 13 on the fundamental, 18 on the second, 15 on tho third, 
and‘2 on tho fourth. 

« bit of the most clonontary tuncecctcctins has turned up sini- 
laritics in varying desrocs with wido2y SONE;S e 
Vory strong cro rominisconces of "Yankcoe Docdic", "Bormny Doon", "Tho 
Polar Boar" ("Toc ra loo'), “Reubon and Rachci";"Ryo Whiskey", "The 
Girl I Loft Bohine Mo", “Nome, Swoet Homo", tho hymn “O Meet Me Over 

Thore”, anc "Pop! Gecs the Woasel.e” The followin: tures are less 
Clonrly sion: "That's: iinowe My Money Goos", "Liza Jane", the hymn 
"Hots My Fricna", Rambling Wrock", "A Life on the Ocean Wavo", 
and two "Polly Doodlo'$ 


AB cf analysis, what can bo seid atout the Hypo- 


thetical “uvorage™ Micdio Tennessco folksonce? fo berin with, lyrics. 


are nore numorous than balladse Tho poctic structure is likely to bo 


6. "Plarcal" with respect to rancoe menns that a tune centers on its 
keynote insteac of occupying: tho cctave betvoon the two occurrences 
of its keynctco. 


- 


69 e 
ballad stanza, a slisht adaptation of tho sano, or iambic totrancter 
couplots. Major in modo and probably pentatonic in scale, it is sire 
ple in rhythn cnd or in structure. Our postulatocd 
song begins on a fifth-toefundcancntsl anacrusis, is contained within 
approximately an octave of range, and resists any kind of modulce 


tione It is dolightful poor, melocy, and folklore manifestation. 
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POPULAR SAYINGS OF MARSHALL COUNTY 
By E. Ge Rogers 


Relating to Animals? 


le 
Qe 
4 


14. 


A barking dog never bites. 

Something is like souring water on a duck's back. 
Something is knee-high to a duck, 

A hit dog always hollows, | 

What's good for the shooe is good for the gander. 

(Var.) What's salt for the goose is salt for the gander. 

A bawling cow soon forgets her calf. | 
Birds of a feather flock togethor. 

There is a black sheep in every flock. 

The chickens will come home to roose. 

You can lead a horse to water but you can't mak6é him drink. 
Evory dog has his day. 

A colt is good for nothing if it docs not break its halter. 


A dog that will bring a bone will carry one. 


Rolating to Proprioty of Actions 


Le 
2. 
Se 
4. 
5e 
6 
8, 
96 

ll. 


A stitch in tino saves nine. 

Somothing is liko straining at a knat aril swallowing a camol. 
(Vare) %9o not strangle on knats and swallow a camo}, | 

A still tonguc makos g wise hogd. 

Still wator (novor) runs doep. 

If tho shoo (cap) fits, woar it. 

A whistling girl and a crowing hen, never come to any good end, 
Sponk of the devil and his lips will avopoar. | 
Spoak of tho angels and you will hoar tho rustle of their wing: 
You had bottor do it than wish it dono. | 


Ho is a jack of all trados. 


De 
6. 
8, 
9, 
10, 
ll. 
12, 
13. 


12. Paddle your — | 
15. Burn your bridgcs behind youe 
14. Don't count your chickons bofore the cgss hatch. 
15. Soare the rod and spoil the child. 
16. Kets not worth tho powder and lead it would take to blow him 
up with. 
17. Let the birds fly over your head, but not build nosts. 
18, Don't clin’ tho hill untilyor yet to it. 
19. Ho's going to kill two birds with ono stone. 
20. Don't put all vour Li 06 beskot. 
21. Don't cry over spilt milke 
2e0 A ponny saved ir a ponny madae 
23. (Var.) If tho shoo pinehes you, woar ite 
24. It doosn!t pay to right firo witr firc. 
25. Novor lot vour loft hand Iaiow whes your right hand's doing. 
> 86. Don't play socond fiddlo. 
eile Tho only way bo have « fricnd is to be onse 
23. I have other fish to frye — 
29. First come, first sorvced.e 
| Relating tto Fatoc and Fortine’ 
Logsars cannot bo choossrse 
2. (Var.) Bosggars heve-no right to be choosorse 
Se Evcry path kes a paddic. 
4. Give & pope he ‘will hang himsolf. 
De Sin: before broakfast, cry boforc 
Ge Laughing is cathcing, as sure han ing is strotchinge 
7. lever toll a socrot in the corniicld causs tho corns yot carse 


8. Somothing . worth a peutor button. 


9. Whoro thore's so much smokc, therc's somo firoe 


10. Tho more it thundcrs, tho loss it rainse 


= 


ile The better the day, the bettor the dood. 
12. Ef you make your bed hard, slocp on it. 

13. Tho bottom rail will bce top. | | 

14. Don't laugh till you got out of the 

15. Slow but surc wins the rnco. 

16. It takes - thicf to catch a thicf. 

17. If I cnantt tc the tablo cloth, I-won't boo tho dish rage 

18. What cvor tho devil's beck, will coro oack undor Ris boil, 
19. Two heads crm totter ther ono if ono is a shocp's (foat's) ho« 
20. An 9:1) a dey keops the doctor 
21 Think twice spenk. 

Somoone kiow boans. from coffcc. 
Look bofore you lox. 

24. If it wore a bear (n snakc) It would bito you. 
Relatin;; to Ph.losophic Trutas | 

le minds mm in the sumo cnannol. 

2. (Var.) *- 2} minds run in tho same rut. 
Oe An omot; makes tho most noiso. 
4. (Var.) an cmpty wacon rattles tho loudoeste 
He LON Can't fot bicod out of a turnip. 
Ge You can't mako cncle food cako cut of cornbread. 
Ye Ho's not wort’ his srlt. 

8. spoiled child alwoys fights. 

9. Bottcr late then novore 
10. Silonco conscnte 
11. Evsrythin; that up is bound Go como down. 
12. & watched pot nevor boils. 
13. i. kottlo shouldn't call the pot black. 


14. Protty is as protty docs. 


-~ { 
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Everythins that soas up is sure to como down. 
Poverty (Nocossity) is tho mother of invention. 
It's a’ vise man that knors his own niind. 

Every tub must stané on its own Dottome 

Wisdom is tc child‘*os advorsity. 

all watcr rwis downhill. 

The herd can ssvo the heolse 

Tne best grancs the 

whore theres smoko, there's bound to bo fire. 
if Wishes were horsdsy, would rida. 

You can't got blood out of a turnin. 

bad boginnin; makes a good sncinge 

Where thorce's smoke, thore's firo. 

hint wise is sufficiont. 

The louder tho thunder, the loss tu raine 


The harder tho storm, the soonor it is ovore 


Sowothin;; is not worth a ill of beans. 


556 


S46 


It is novcr tao late to mond. 
is Tones betiwo on makos love moro Koon. 


a dDurnt chile ad tho firoe 


Roletin;, to Litoraturc or to Printcd Lo;-end: 


Le 
Ze 


& rolling stouc catners no mosé&e 

Barly to bed and oarly to ipisc, makus a man: 15 
and 

bird in hand is worth the bush. 

4s you sow, so will you reane 

Wilence sives consent. 

wn ounce of orcvontl is worth e pound of cures 


Tt's a long lanc that never turns. 


penny Wisco is foolish. 


wealthy, 


16. 
19. 
ole 
| | 
% 
Loe 
ale 
29 « 
on 
5, 
Sie 
7 


De 


10. 
12, 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23.6 
24. 
256 
26. 
27 
28. 
29, 
306 
Sl. 
326 
33.6 
S46 
356 
366 
‘37. 
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People that live in glass houses shouldn't throw stonese 


Rolling stones rather no mosse 

When the husband's away, the wife will play. 
when the cat's away, the mice will plays 
Little! pitchors have eurse 

It's an ili win? that blows nobody good. . 
Beauty is only skin deep. 


It's never too late to mend. 


Haste makes wastee 


in early bird cutcnes (the worm) all the worms. 

To the bruve bclons tune spoils. 

& hint to the wise is sufficicnt. 

It's a wise father thet knows his own son (child). 
It's a® long lane that» has no turning. 

is a best teacher. 

A wise nian his own counsel. 

Wisdom is the better part of valore 

The proof of the pudding is by chewing the bage 
The proof of the pudding is the eating tnereof (in the 
Variety is tho spice of lifee 
is a swect bedfellow. 

all that glittcrs-is not gold. 

Silence is goldene 

You can't have your cake and cut it. 

An idil@® mind is the devil's workshop. 

He that (who) laurhs laughs louceste 


Every cloud has a silver linings 


eating). 


Never put off to tomorrow what you can do (can be done) today. 


Truth is stranror than fiction. 


. 
8 


» 

38. Too many cooks spoil the broth. 

o9. Haste makes waste. | \ 
40. It is an ill wind that blows nobody good. 

41. Idleness is the devil's 


SOUTHERN FOLKLORE QU..RTERLY 


The Southern Folklore arterly in the Septomber=-1949 iaaue carri: 
a "Folklore Classification" by Dr. Ralph Stccle Boggs which may 
of considerable interest to resoarch workers cond collectors of fo. 
materinls. The GROUPS(..-2) care cs follows: 


General Folklore M art Craft Architecture 
B Prose Narrative N Food Drink 
GC Ballad Song Dance Game P Bolicf 
Music Verso 
| S Speech 

D Drama 

V Proverb 
F Custom Festival 

W Ridcle 

G Georgraphy( for subdivisions) 


L Language ( for subdivisions) 
KEY DESIGNATIONS are as follows: 


Groups (4-Z), Categories (000-900) 
Types (00-90) 

Forms (0-9) 

Divisions (.0-.9) 

Subdivisions (.00-.90) 


The entire No.d issue of Volume XIII is given over to a breakdown 
of the above-classifications, followed by a KEY WORD INDEX supple- 
ment. Correspondence may be directed to the Southecstern Folklore 
socicty and should be addressed to Secrctary-Treasurer, Newman I. 
White, Duke University, Durham, Membership is two 
dollars of which is romitted to the office of the Southern Folklo: 
Quarterly for one year's: subscription to the Quarturlye 


Renew your membership now to the Tennessee Folklore Society by 
remitting payment to Dr. T.J. Farr, Tenncessco Polytechnic Institut 
Cookeville, Tennessee, 
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ANTUAL .OF FCLKLORE SOCIETY 


The ante, ab Folklore Scciety met in its sixteenth annual 
session in the nev liorary aucitoriun of the Tennessee Polytechnic 
Institute itn lle on Saturday, November 1949, with Presiden: 
Charles ¥. Bryan in churge. 


1. Tne devotional was conducted vy Rev. Charles Shame, minister of 
the Pirst Prasdbrterian Church, Cookeville. 


ee Tho .slcone was -iven by Mr. Bryan as proxy for President Everott 
Derryberry who was out of .torne 


oe One of the highlichts of the morning proprram was a lecture and 
aemonstration of modern folk music collscting led by George Boswe il 

of Péabod. Collere, Vashville, under the cartion of "The Southern 
Song Catcner - 1949," A discussion of some of his recent experien:- 
song collectin: followed by wire recording demonstrations of 
unusual findinsss- with tio of IIrs. L. Le I!icDowell of 
Snithville, a former president, Mr. Boswell furtier illustrated ce. - 
tain of the advanta~es of collectin: "h recordings over 
both of music and words throurh mere auditory trinscriptiongss fir . 
Boswell is chaiman of 2 committce on "Folklore Collecting" for the 
Southern Folklore Socicet:;. A s:wrary of some of these collections 
by Mre Boswell is this issuee 


lt Lore" wes tho title civen to a locture-demonstration given 


by sCwin Riot: ‘rdson of Lebsnon. Richardson is primar- 
1ly interested in lore pattaras and desifrns 
lListorve. [7Se Rion 1 of auilts da back to 
and her lecture indtc:.te1 how the otional, social, 


reli;ious life of of the more recent period®&, 
have been stitched in to these vattarns of avilt desirning. Mrs 
Rniecharason is fairl, confident tiuat Steohen 4a. Foster wont -to Aunt 
Dinah's .quilting part: in Kentucky: when he was “seeing Nellie hore." 
we hope to give vou hiichardson's Paper ina later issué.e 


@ 5, David Cobb of F:.2.0 Station Wil brourht the rroup ‘an invaluable 
discussion of in tne Preservation of Our Folklore. fir 
Cobb has exnerinentui.. discovered. through one of his public partici . 
pation prorrums of the resnonses wnuich may. be expected both 


2% 
in folk music aad 1 !ollk léerend. "A program demands sincerity and 
emotional anneal, bi. technical Mre Cobb indicated, 

: The radio not onl: :. dranatize folk lerend. which is not. enough, 
DUG median for folkloris’s torether ‘Mr. Cobb believes 
that America is on tiie «Of va Cultural reveiutionm. 


C. Ce. Pe Snelrrove, iibririan at|Tenmessce Tec, rave a demonstration 
of recent books which have been mpi to his screral folk collection. 
The Tech Library is a denository|\of Tennessse's’ folk collection and 
for collections of rencra.. inter¢est foli:lorists. 


7. Adjournment came at 12.80, noon, for a special luncheon in the 
Tech Cafeteria. Committee meotings were held curing this interim. 


~ 
o- 
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8. The afternoon session was ovened by a rendering of "Piano Tran- 
scription of Folk Song," by Mrs. Joan Derryberry. Her first two 
numbers, he Streets of Loredo and The Wayfaring Stx:nger, arranged 
by Roy Harris; and Londerry Air rry Air arranged by We Ae Thickstun. 


9. The &é.~ience was again Selighted with the roturn of Miss Irene 
Bewloy OL “Greenville, Tennessee, moro recently of Chicago, whose 
readings arc famous for their effectiveness in interpreting the 

peonlos of tho Appahcachians. Hor group presentcd on this program 
was climaxcad with "Tho TVA Exodus. 


10. "The Nowspaner in the Preservation of Our Folklore" was the topi: 
Giscus sod by Hobart Iiassoy of MeclMinnviiie whoss column foatured in 
the Southorn georcard of McMinnville has become widely ronde ‘ir. 
Massey stressed the cmportance of a strict adhurence to folk oric::: 
nality while at tho Samo time weaving it into a story of common 
appo ale Onc or two of Mr. NMassoy'ts storics: have apvcared in the 
Bullstin. We anticipste othor contributions. 


11. "Folk Songs" was 2 fcaturo of tho procram by Mrse Le Le MeDovwe!]? 
and her son Bill:- ifrs, MeDowcll's singing of folksongs, as woll 
as hor collcctin:, cciting, and publishing of thom, is a matter or 
recognized execllency, contribution has bocn most meritoriou: 


12, Business Session « (1) The business session hoard reports from 


the secrotary anc fron committous. “he socrotary's roport ompha-~ 
sizod (a) a broskis”. on the composition of mombershio, (b) an oval. 
uation of the put: ...tion effort, and (c) recommendations toward 
oricntation obdjecti.... (2) A committce composcd of Dr. Susan B. 


Riley, Te Je Farr. Ee Ge Rorers rocomonded that the membershin 
foe bo raised, from the present annual fee of $1.00 to $1.50 offoctiv 
for ronowal and now mumborships. (3) Under the caption of "Our 
Tonnessee Folklore Society, Past, Present, and Futurc", Mrse Le Le 
MeDowcll was callcd upon to discuss tho past of the Society Pollovw-~ 


ing which a motion w..* cxrriod to print in an o.urly issuo of the 
Bullotin n brief bs. ory of the Socicty incinucine a iisting of its 
pass presicents; t.. was Gisucssod by 2residont Bryan who 


tho greator stress yoon the collocting and prs- 
sorving of our lor: chil future was Giscussed by Dr. Riley who 


omphasized the of rship and a concentration of offor: 
in the colicction .. recording of matcrinls. Tho vrinting of | 
occasional monoprs::: recomondod. (4) Tho committeo on nomi- 
nations compnossc Frisda Johnson, Le McDowoll and C;, 
Snoligrove recomi: the slate -of oificers for reolecti» 
which slating as follevs 
I, Bryan, Peabody 
Collese 


Mis B, Univorsi?t 
of 
> te va ~ s Tennessce Polv- 
technic senstituto: 
loyan Colloge 


e 73 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Dr. Susan B. Rilcy whose comiittce so ably prepared the Index as 
issuo Noe 3, Voluwmo XV, of tho Tennessce Folklore Society has just 
| completod and mailed a similar Index to the Soutnorn Folklore Socict: 


Dr. George Pullen Jackson urgod attender-e at the nocting of tho 
Southern Folklore Socicty in Charlotta, Te on the wook followin 
Thanksgiving. 


The Bullotin is in recoipt of tho University of California publica- 
tions in “Anthropological Records 12: 1: the Archacology of Contral 
California" by Kcoort F. Hoizor, Berkcloy and Los Angolos, 1949. 


Recognition is here made of the splendid job, as our readors will 
“ran B. Riley as chaszrman assistcd by Mrs. 
Brainerd Choyney and thros students assistants = Miss Martha Johnso, 
liiss Cloreno Lowory, ond Miss Mary Cammon, in tho preparation of the 
index as the Soptenbecr issue of Volunc XV of tho Bullotin. 


Renew your subscrintion promptly by sending 41.50 to Dre TeJde Farr, 
Treasurer, Tennessce Folklore Socictyv, Tonnessec Polytechnic Insti-«- 
tute, Cookoville, Tennessee. This will onab le us to keep you on th 
active list without interruptions 


Each porson is a potential folkloriste You perhaps have a oe 
of many things which would be of great interest to others. Thoso,to , 
may be itons “worthy of our offorts at preserving. Your contrbution 
may prove invaluable. Write down those brief items which you may 

nve and send thom to the oditor of your publications . Many of 
may find a plece within theso of them aro wolcomdoe 
Bo a contributing folklorist. 


j 
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David Stick, Fabulous Dare, Tne Dare Press, Kitty Hawk, N. Ce, 1949, 
(Paver cover = Cloth cover ..2.00) | 


‘listorically Dare County, Me Ce, saw planted the first English flag 
in America. Here the first airslane was flown, from here the first 
wireless was sent over water, from here the first tobacco went to 
Bnrland, from here the first Irish votato was sent to Ireland, near 
nuere fought the Monitor and the Merrimac, hero was Blackbeard the 
pirate, and here the first white child was born in America. And 
here, because of its shifting sand, this spot is known to mariners as 
the Crevevera of the Atlantic. 

Although this small volume recounts many intcresting fects of hist6r. | 
its chief purpose is to vrovide information and to serve as a suide 
to those who may be lntcrested in tne prospects which Dero County ma: 
nave to offer to Visitors and tourists, cs vell cs historians todev. 
cca is Roanoke Island and Croatan Sound. Tho famed Cape Hattercs 

is little to tho southesst. Anc so goes the fate of those settlin- 
vireaas b: those swerved out of their course bd: the Atlantic curren’ 
und by the winds which pile the gsanc dunes along Dare County's shores 


Strecnov, Smith, ti:c Vircinic Co: many end ime refugoes have idontif.:: 
this localc cs tne scone of the Lost Colony At least forty-one of 

he names accorded to tiic Lost Colonists have been found among the 
Indians of Robeson County, ‘Ie Ce iWhaleeharvooning attracted fishermor 
us Shipwrecks attrec::. piratese Nocsssity has made this an importecnt 
Const Guerd Station. 1 momorical to tho Wririt Brothors towers sixty 
roct above the crest o° Kill Devil Hill. And in 1902 Dere County wes 
the birthplace of sucesssful virclcss tolerraphy, fororunner of radio. 
Fishing for chenncl bi.ss is a grost sca .sonal bench sport. Drum and 
mackcrol also are Comione 


The book contains "Guidc for Fishing" cs «. sunrlemcnt giving the nores 
of fishes, the fishing socson,.ant suitable baits and‘lures. 
Tiis Guide is furthcr »oroken into types of fishingesclt water, 
Gulf Stream, and fresh wetor. A furthor "iildfowl end Game" supplem> 
is provided, The voonlo of Dare County carn c livlihood from fishin; 
ond from recrestional onvortunitics afforded visitors to Dare Count. . 
There is a final scction describing tno inmedicto convenicncgs, oppo:-: 
tunities, and facilitics affording recreational and historical 
intcreste 
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Arthur Kyle Davis, Jr., “olk of Vireinic, Duke University Press, 
1949, OO. 


Folk Songs: of Virginic is a collcc*tion of metcrinls arranged with a 
vicw to.the historical interest of tac lover of folk music and to his 
scicntific and cxpler:.tory intercst in the background of researchs 
These are not only « listing of the son:s wnich Virginians sing, but 
ero also classificd according to their theme and subject-matter, anc 
with the differcnt versions and variants for occh song. Tho songs ci 
ciccecked also arcinst Profcssor Child's collection to denote the exten’ 
English origin and influencc.e 


For the convenience of tho student aro given the local title, the firs 
linc, the name and address of the collector, tho Virginia Cowmty in 
which tho song was sunp, tho date, and tho numbor of stanzase 


Mre Davis' connection at the Univorsity of Virginia as woll as his 
exnorionces as official archivist of the Virginia Folklore Socicty 
qualify him most ably for this laborious but reathor unusual study in 
folk song and music. The distinction which tho author makes betwoon 
theé whichis "folk" cand otherwise is sinpnificant: "Tho term 'folk! 
may not justly be apvlied to a song umloss that song shows evidenco 
of having boon subjoctod to tho proccss of oral tradition for a rease 
onable poriod of timo." A furthor distinction is made betwoen ballad 
and songe Subjectem:ttor is a principlo of division hero, as are 
chronolory and narr:.tivo or character. Othor soctions aro 
devoted to Importcd and Ne tive Amoricen Songs, Humorous Ballads, Cortic 
and Nonsense Songs, Yursery and Childrens! Songs, Songs of Married cr 
Single Life, Party Songs, Dance Songs and Banjo and Fiddle Tunes, Sc:. 
Songs, tho Amo storice Song, Railroad Sones, White Religion: 
Songs, Nogro Songs,and Litcrary Ballads, Doubtful, Miscellaneous 
Songs. <Appended is 2. list of 339 Phonograph Records of Virginia 
Folk-Songs dono by Davise 


In his Introduction llr. Davis fives a valuablo summary on the histor. 
of the Virginia Fol’zlcore Sociot: and its achievements since its 
‘tion in 1913. are vealuablo surcostions here for those into: 
stod in procedures in tho colloction of meterlalse ~ 
Eo Ge Re 


Ray Spricde, In the Land of Jim Crow, Simon and Schuster. New York, 
1949, ule e 


Ray Sprigle traveled four thousand miles in the South for four months 
disguised as a negro in order to adjudge for himself the economic am 
sociological conditions attending the nogrocs of the South. He can: 

as a Pulitzer prizoewinnings reporter from the Pittsburrh Post Gaze? : 

He ate, slenvt, traveled, lived black, 


Mre Sorigle gives us in the secend sentence Q& Cue, through his 
ally charprod words, to the resultant concept of his researchs "I liwce:i 
under the burden of tne Jim Crow s«stem, with its iniquitous pe th 
of oppression and cruelty and discrimination." Margaret Halsey says — 
in her Foreword, “iie was imparticl and objective when he started, and 
when he finished he was still objective." . 


Some of tho problems called up by Mre Svrigle fre those having to do 
with tne occasional wealthy plantation owner who has had illezitimato 
sons and daughters by his plantation Verro nistress, the purging of 
certain county registration lists in Georgia, the inevitable dependen- 
cy of the tenant farmocr, the stark nistreatnent of individuals, the 
inequality of educational opyortunity, the Jim Crow practices in all 
relationships where whitcos and blacks are collectively involved, the 
early schooling given the Negro child that he must remember that he 
is black, the discrimination,in the purchase and sale of farm real 
estate, and the idea that "you don't have to liko it (whatever han»ver 
-o you in the South) but you do have to tako it." 


31 « 


The greatest puzzlo arising from Mre Sorigle's one-month stay in the 
South is tho fact that most of tuo Negroes like the whites of the 
South among whom they lfve. In his final chaptcr Mr. Sprigle says, 
"Give our young men and women a chance for a university education = 
in law, medicine, onginecring. Wo (the Negro) might even be of 
service to you." 


- Ee Ge Re 


(Editorial comment) We ure slad that Mr. Sprigle did this book. It 
is well done. Controversy often helps to arrive at the truth. The 
illustrations offered as proof are unquostioned. We hold, however, 
that similar situations ind conditions hold for othor groups, sociall, 
economically, racially, ard religiously not only in the South, but 
in other scctions genorally, and that a month micht well be spent in 
a study of some of the food which has resulted and is rosulting this 
side of a univorsity cducation for the Nogroos of the Southe Could 
it be that thoro is soncthing here of a concopt in its resultant 
psychology that I an poing out to prove my pot pecveo? Such a book 
eomes as a challente-to our altogothor-too-fooble efforts in the 
South, but there romcir: grave doubts as to whethor tho real, into~- 
nal probloms gouth "ho Saith and Wesson lino" can bo solved 
-adoquately evon threiyh the Rockcfcller Foundatione 


Be G. Re 


-sta Paschal Richardson, Wind Anon, the Pinos, Bruce Humphries, Inc.. 
boston, 1949, | 


Friends of Isla Paschall Richardson have been anticipating a volumo 
such as Wind Among tho Pines sinco the publication of My Heart Wake”. 
exactly 4.2 yoars’. » The reader is not content moroly to browso ~~ 

asually through this collection of variod lyrics, as he will find 
iclight in doing, but will return again and again for the purpose o: 
cleaning from its pascs those passages of profowid beauty and sheer 
colight. Mrs. Richardson does not 11i1x hor colors over-boldly, but 
leaves tie reader in a joyous mood of pleasant contemplation. She is 
sensitive to boauty; fciti1, tolerance, justice, hope, with a touch or 
tenderness which allowLutes sorrow. There are those occasional twirma 
or turns in a lino cleverly reminding the reador of the style of Enil~ 
Dickinson. “For ho who walked bcside me ever saw/ The light of love 
and faith shino in my cyos." 


We seq relatives and friends turn a... from death at tho graveyard, 
beck to lifo and friendliness with the admonition that "She'd want no 
tearse” We are told in Camouflere that "..eein her heart, a little - 


olf/ Has often found her smiling at herself." Again there are "Moon- 
light nights too beautiful/ To wasto in sloop." Joy walks along her 
garden path, and you mey ask forgivoness on any dav “when roses bloom," 
She cannot offcr a prayer on Thanksgiving, she has becn so busy thenk- 
ng God the whole yoar through. Thero is a levity bordering on humor 
in poems like Louder Than Words, Happy Is the Bride, Back to tho Movics 


und Unanimous. 


Tho line in \:ion A Poet Died, "Sie ‘knew a whole life's work must need:/ 
he done in such a little while," goems to be most characteristic of 
Mrse Richardson's Diflosonliye And "ir is forfeited, (it honor 
stnined,/ . . eThen that ts failure which we call success. 
This poetry; is frenuine becuty and simplicity - and 
heartewarnine And from our receding | 

"Sach wakoful, listening heart fits his own lines 

To music of the wind among the pines." 
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isla Paschal Richardson, j 
1949, 


iy Podelime Game, Story Book Press, Dallas, 


Readers of children's literature will enjoy, teschers will welcone, 


und mothers with smal? children will delight in this new volume of 
stories and poems Mrae Isis: Paschal Richa-cson has chosan tc 
Call My Bec-Time Ga: The title nuzzled us a2 little at first, br 
che is tho psy challenre to the child when these 
and stories aro reas. aAim,!in resnonse to which he both learns a : 


Each poein en: @pentes or enhances sore, concept of viz... : 
or of beauty in whit: the nlayeslenoent cnaalloneos him into acquios: : 
cenco. Action hastse.):' resnonsoe. Even "Tho Daisy" which grew in th: 
field thinking that ¢soro wes nothing to do and nothing to see soon 
concluded, us. she 62... 0d hor nancs with rloo/ "The nicest place 
the world," she seid, ‘Is wherever “ron to be 


Sone of the storics done in prose sre modified fairly talos, but 
"Tet's Protond" arsin servos as an illustration of a challenge whi: 
jnvites joyful responses from the child in such mattors as trimnin, 
tho nails, washing the teeth, and taxing tho beth for rotirings 
gach o2 26 & ic played waicn makes tre rerfomiance of each 
a Aelightful privilere,. | 


Through tho iinisti.ric De Edueucion Nucional of Instituto Etologico 
Y De Arqueolopic, Bofota, the TFS is in receipt of Vole il, 
Nuneros S-6, Hnero=Deciembre, be 1.7, titled Boletin De Araueologix. 


NOVICE 

We are hanpy to amiource to reuders of tiie Tennessee Folklore Bulle- 

tin the ovrintines in the early srring of « volumoc of folk naterials 

by Lawrence Edvards of hnoxville under tie title of the Spedwell 

Sketches, Tne pubdlisher is Taa Haulet Press ofiAvon, Illinois. Mr. 

Lawrence is a staff member of the department of English at the Univer- 
, sit, of Tennessee in Knoxville and a member of tne Tennessee Folklor= 

Sociscty. 


\ 


4 
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Merrill E. Jarchow, Tho Earth Brought Forth, lhiinnesota Historical 
Society, St. Paul, 1949, CO. 


Polklorists would welcome other books done in the style of Merrill 
Ee varchow's The Earth Brought Forth. It not only presents a rath 
‘er Clear picture of the part which the soil played in the settle- 
ment of a state a ifttle detached fiom the immediate influences 

of the ebb and flow of human cvents, but always in a position to 

be affected b:; those forces of a more nermancnt nature which tended 
to give it stoady growth and to make it one of the great agricul- 
tural and industrial states of tho 4alluvian plains. And woven into 
this buckground of the frontier is the enriched pattern of folk © 
Culture in its ever-changing forms. 


The hardship of the frontier are vividly recalled. The disappoint: ¢ 
occasioned by lone distances, the lack of funds, the occasional 
catastrophe of famine and pestilence, tiie lack of doctors and 
medical services - these are anong the m ny hardships fuced with 
courage and detcrminatione although neirhbors lived at first far 
apii. they nover fuiled in being noighborly when thore was a house 
to ruise, harvesting, to be done, or an cmergency to be met. All 
such occxsions were colored by thit austerity of character so much 
& part of the fronticre The crude implements of the frontier were 
goon roplacecd by inprovcd methods nrising from a most inminent 

necd. Many of the machincs used in cultivation and harvesting wor 
often manufactured within the area where they were to be used. 
Machines such as tiie Were grestly rosponsible for tho lack 
of Givorsity. On the other hand such cxotic crops as tobacco, silk, 
and sugar cane proved mostly unprofitable. With the development 

of the livestock industry and with a sound growth of dairying, and 
with a sufficient divers ity narriculture to reliove the strain 

of the single-cron system in farming, Minnesota ranidly became one 
of the importent livestock, grain, dairying conters of agricultur ‘1 
nroductione 
There were other yprobloms occssioned by the vurious systoms of Isand 
grants and lund holcings. and speculators and plein jumpers had 
to‘be dealt with - not clways tco suedosefull.. Grants to railroads 
helped to promote sctitlements in turn along prospective lines. The 
organization of the Cranre sad of local and state fairs did much 

to promote communal int .rcsts and to effect state-wide improvomonts. 
And it was in Mimosota thet the saying was first used that "The 
latchstring is «liays out." 

Ee Ge Re 
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John Ballenger Knox, The People of Tennessee, The University of 
Tennessee Press, Knoxville, 


The People of Tennessee by Join Ballenger Knox is prepared by the 
Departnent of Sociology of the University of Tennessee for the Bureau 
ivr Sociological Research as a study of population trends As the 
author says, "This book is not for specialists « « e but is orepared 
with the accuracy which the specialists would avprove." The book, 
even in the hands of a layman, however, will contain much of interest 
to check, validate, and support many of his more freneral observationse 


Tne book is develoved tiirough chapters amply illustrated with charts, 
tables, and nictures centered sround the four apyvroaches to the peo- 
nle of Yonnessee as to who they are, where ther are, how they are, 
and what they do. MHMuch of the historical story of the dcovelopement 
of the state has to be spread in the baclerount as the busis for an 
analysis of these popynlation and sociolorsical trends. Tennessee's 
key position geogranhically involves man factors which bear upon any 


~sort of an anulysis of these various tronds. The early migrations 


will serve as an oxample. East Tennessee gained stordily in popula- 
tion in advance of Ifiddlc and Wost Tennessee, but once these latter 
were undor way, thoy gained nore rapidly bot» in point of tine and 
in total population than ast Vennessco, the lattor bccoming an area 
ratner through which these emigrants PASSOGe trends in Tenne: - 
sce have maintained a coilparable average with those of the nation 
as a wholc. 


Anong various points stressed, these will illustrate: Tennessee has 
continuously had a highnor birthrato than the national averagoe 
roes have fewor children than whites. There was an excoss of nales 

in 1940. Tennessee is predominantly rural but there is 4. present 
urdan trend. “The rural non-farm population iis incroasings Chatta- 
leads in percentage of urban increass. HUslf of the Negroes of 
the state live in wiest Tennessoo. Ten sounties have practically a 
total white population. TVA areas have tho rrecatest Censity of pove 
iilgration affects racial composition. Tennessce, 1940 
Census, had lost population at every educational Levels | Desortion 

is a leading causc of divorce. All vcriods . jee. 

an incroaso in the birtir.ic. Health is clossly rolatod to 
ebility of doctors, iiospits13, and other health services. There is 
one woman to two men erslovod in Tonnesscee A folk pattern of culture 
is influonesd by tiese population tronds. 
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Joo David Brown, Tho Froeoholder, Willinm Morrow and Company, Now York, 
1949, 3.00, 


The Frogiielder by Joc David Brown is a"must" for tho historian, tho 
the -psycholoj;ist, and the provincicl folklorist. Here 
is a story of action in which the scone ana the objective of intorest 
oro froauently shifted but in which tho manv woll-chusen cnisodoes 
lead Girectly and without interruption to tho final onswor to) the 
roador'ts questioning as to whether a man is over ros ly frcoo. Freedom! 
price is always dear, as Horatio "Tench's" sons had vo11=loaaaee 


cy 
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without his realizing it when, 
gather, young King romarks, "No one is free to run away when it is 
time to ficht for what is right." 


Young Horatio Tench is an English youth whose adoption taught hin 
to love a fricnd and to:hate an enemy, enough cven to kill him in 
the protection of a fricnd. At tho age of sixteon young Tench was 
-“indenturcd" to Genoral Jameson who ownod a largo cotton plantation 
noar Charleston, South Carclina, whore tho youth again was to loam 
that froodom in tho New World also has its prico tage Establishing 
himsolf as Boss Tench, overscor of tho Jameson plantation, he found 
that lovo for tho General's daughtor Clovor was unworthy and that 
the accepted fricndship of the General was hollow and doccptivce 
Hoaring of a new sottloment called tho Big Bend on the banks of tho 
Tennossco River in Northorn Alabama, Horatio in company with King, 
Qa nogro whose freedom he had secured, sect his face toward the now 
frontier where acatn tho price tag of freedom wes highe Lands, a 
homo,lovo, marriaso, a fanily = theso follow, but a man who did not 
beliove in slavery nor in war to learn anow from tho cvore 
changing political pattern of the fronticr. It only slowly dawned 
upon him thet he had taught this now mwaning of freedom to his sons 
unconsciously. | 


story chronologically covors the poriod of young Tench's arriv:. 


at Charleston in 1790, and through the primitivo poriod of tho colo 
ial)frontior to the beginning of the Civil Var in 1861. Much fronti 
lo adds color, and a collogual historical intcrcst is ovor proscn 
Tho author's understanding and handling of this provincialism is on 
of the delights to bo found herce The book has many succostions 
hinting at a possible, propor, and reasonable solution bearing upon 
the problom of raco relations in the South, Tho philosophy of tho 
author is a wholcsomoe ono, and the book may well qualify as boing 
si.ulficant in tho roalm of provincial writing and of creativo art. 
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